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SUBJECT: BUSINESS INTERNATIONAL SEMINAR 

REF: A) ROME 12782; B) MCKINLEY-HOLMES TELCON 8/23/77 

1 . WE REGRET THAT EFFORTS TO REMOVE THE POLITICAL ASPECTS 
FROM THE PLANNED BUSINESS INTERNATIONAL (BI) MEETING HAVE 
FAILED. HOWEVER, BASED ON INFORMATION PROVIDED IN 
REFERENCED TELCON, WE BELIEVE THAT FUTURE REPRESENTATIONS 
WITH BI WOULD PROBABLY BE COUNTERPRODUCTIVE, ESPECIALLY 
IF THE GROUP BELIEVED IT HAD TO EXPLAIN ANY CHANGE 

OF PLANS BASED ON A REQUEST FROM UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 
AUTHORITIES. IN THE FINAL ANALYSIS, THE LOSS WILL BE 
THAT OF BI WHICH WILL HAVE TO CONTEND WITH THE FACT THAT 
ITALIAN PRESS ATTENTION ON ITS CONFERENCE WILL BE CON- 
CENTRATED DISPROPORTIONATELY ON THE PLANNED APPEARANCE 
OF BERLINGUER. 

2. IN APPROACHING THE CONFERENCE AS IT IS NOW PROPOSED, 

WE SHALL WANT TO COMPORT OURSELVES SO AS TO AVOID 
GIVING THE IMPRESSION THAT THERE IS A DIRECT CONNECTION 
BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT AND BI, PARTICULARLY 
IN TERMS OF THE DECISION TO INVITE BERLINGUER. 

ACCORDINGLY. WE WILL RECOMMEND THAT THE AMBASSADOR 
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RESTRICT HIS DIRECT PARTICIPATION IN THE SEMINAR SO AS 
TO ENSURE THAT HE IS NOT PRESENT WHEN BERLINGUER SPEAKS 
TO THE GROUP. AS FOR A POSSIBLE RECEPTION AT THE 
RESIDENCE IN HONOR OF THE BI REPRESENTATIVES, WE ARE 
CURRENTLY PLANNING TO ORIENT IT TOWARDS THE BUSINESS 
AND GOVERNMENT SECTORS, BEARING IN MIND OUR CONTACT 
GUIDELINES IN EXTENDING INVITATIONS TO POLITICAL 
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